could look back upon a naval career of 32 years in which he had served his apprenticeship
at sea, completed postgraduate study and acquired technical expertise in shore assign-
ments, demonstrated brilliance and achieved fame as a wartime commander, gained broad
experience in the application of military power and, through self-study, in the wider fields
of history, economics, politics, and national security affairs. He was a tough taskmaster
who 1nsisted on the best efforts of his people and was intolerant of laxity and poor work.
He worked extraordinarily long hours and demanded the same from his staff. He believed
that an overworked staff was more productive than one that worked routine hours. He

was modest, however, about his own achievements and loyal to his associates. One of his
greatest attributes was his ability to set clear objectives and goals and then allow his sub-
ordinates leeway to achieve them without interference or undue supervision. He was well
and thoroughly prepared to lead the Navy. He was reappointed to a second two year term
in 1957, a third 1in 1959, and declined a fourth 1n 1961.

One of Burke’s first and foremost priorities as CNO was the development of a solid
propellant fleet ballistic missile. He established the Special Projects Office, appointed
RADM William Raborn as head, and gave him wide latitude to accomplish the objective.
Polaris was the result. Another priority was construction of nuclear powered surface ships
- carriers, cruisers, and destroyers. USS LONG BEACH and USS ENTERPRISE were
authorized and built, and USS BAINBRIDGE and USS TRUXTUN followed. He pressed
for conversion of cruisers to employ guided missiles and their introduction in other ships
to defend against air attack. Antisubmarine warfare programs were accelerated and an At-
lantic Fleet Antisubmarine Defense Force was established to test and evaluate sensors and
weapons, and to develop tactics and coordination of air, surface, and submarine forces. He
took pains to ensure that the Navy achieved and maintained a high state of readiness. He
was the chief spokesman for the Navy and was tireless in his efforts to educate the public
on sea power and the Navy. He functioned as a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and
continued, not always successfully, his fight against further centralization in the Depart-
ment of Defense.

On 25 July 1961 1n ceremonies at the U.S. Naval Academy, Admiral Burke was re-
lieved as the Chief of Naval Operations and retired. He remains the longest serving Chief

of Naval Operations in the history of the U.S. Navy. ««

Destroyer Squadron 23 was activated May 11,
1943 at the Boston Navy Yard and soon became
part of Admiral William F. Halsey’s Third Fleet and
assumed duty on patrol and escort in the Southwest
Pacific. Destroyer Squadron 23 earned its reputa-
tion—and a Presidential Unit Citation—under its
second commodore, Captain Arleigh Burke, who as-
- sumed command on October 23, 1943.
On November 24, 1943, during the Battle of
Cape St. George, the squadron engaged six enemy
destroyers. In what has been described by tacticians as
“near perfect surface actions,” the squadron sank four
enemy destroyers, and damaged two without injury to themselves.

The mascot of Destroyer Squadron 23 i1s Little Beaver, a character made famous
by Fred Harmon’s Red Ryder cartoon strip. The cartoon was very popular during the
squadron’s operations in WWII. Due to the high tempo of operations during the squad-
ron’s operations in the South Pacific, the ship’s crews often said they were ‘busy as bea-
vers'. This sentiment led to an illustrated painting by a crewman named James Bowler on
the side of one of USS CLAXTON's torpedo tubes. The painting depicted Little Beaver
shooting an arrow at Japan's Prime Minister Tojo.

During an inspection of USS CLAXTON, then-Commodore Arleigh Burke observed the
painting. He liked 1t so much that he adopted the logo (minus Tojo) for use by the entire

squadron. It remains 1n use to this day.




